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July 7 Last Quarter

July 14 New

July 22 First Quarter

July 29 Full

August 5 Last Quarter

August 12 New

August 20 First Quarter

August 28 Full

September 3 Last Quarter

September 11 New

September 19 First Quarter

September 26 Full

Skywatch

Lunar PhasesObserver’s Corner: M56

This quarter we will turn to a globular cluster in
Cygnus—M56.  M56 is located just a few de-

grees away from Albireo, Beta (β) Cygni, about

midway from Albireo to Gamma (γ) Lyrae.  It is
about magnitude 8 and about 7 arc minutes in
diameter.  It has a classification of X which
means that its stars are fairly evenly distributed.
Its distance is calculated at 32,900 light-years,
which would give it a diameter of about 85 light
years.

To find this globular cluster, start at Albireo and
go perpendicular to the constellation line toward the constellation Lyra.  You
should see 2 Cygni, a 5

th
 magnitude star, along the way and at about twice that

distance from Albireo is a “V” shaped asterism of 10 stars that are about 7
th

though 9
th
 magnitude.  You will easily see 5 stars of the “V” in the finderscope.

M56 is just off of the brightest star in the “V”, toward the inside of it.  Visually
M56 will look like a nebula and I could barely resolve stars with an 8” scope at
high power.  In suburban skies, at low power it was difficult to detect with an
80mm telescope and at high power, it was difficult to detect with a 4.5” or 6”
scope.

-Tim Grunewald

http://www.seds.org/messier/Jpg/m56.jpg
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Observatory Activities
(Free and Open to the Public)

No scheduled sessions for July.

August 17 9:00 Observing the moon and deep sky objects.  See a crescent moon and 
the brighter deep sky objects.  Perseid Meteor Shower.  See Jupiter 
(GRS transit 1:30am)

August 24 9:00 Observing the moon and deep sky objects. See a gibbous moon and 
the brighter deep sky objects.  See Jupiter (GRS transit 2:22am).

September 7 8:30 Deep sky observing. Novice Night - Bring your telescope or binoculars and 
let us show you what you can see.  See Juptiter (GRS transit 4:00 am).

September 21 8:00 Observing the moon and deep sky objects.  Locate Cygnus the Swan.

Note: All observatory dates fall on a Friday, and are held at Froemming Park, on 51
st
 Street 

between Ryan Rd. and Puetz Rd.

SCHEDULED ACTIVITIES
FOR

The Wehr Astronomical Society
http://www.wehrastro.org

Regular Meetings
(Free and Open to the Public)

July 10, 2007
No Meeting

August 7, 2007
No Meeting

September 11, 2007
Wehr Nature Center
Topic to be decided
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WEHR ASTRONOMICAL SOCIETY, INC.
9701 WEST COLLEGE AVE.
FRANKLIN, WI 53132

W.A.S. Board of Directors and Officers

President: Joe Carlone
Vice-President: Charlotte Du Pree
Secretary: Alan Kent
Treasurer: Sandy Dombeck
Observatory Director: Tim Grunewald
Newsletter Editor: Adam Machajewski
Membership: Sandy Dombeck
Proofreading: Donna Grunewald

Wehr Astronomical Society
Phone: (414) 425-8550
http://www.wehrastro.org

Contact a board member if you are interested in a po-
sition.
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StarrynightsStarrynightsStarrynightsStarrynights
The official newsletter of the Wehr

Astronomical Society.

We are a group of amateur as-
tronomers organized to promote the
study of astronomy and further public
and members' interest in astronomy.
We have been serving the Milwaukee
area since 1981 and welcome the pub-
lic to our meetings. Our aim is to give
guidance and information to those who
want help in the pursuit of stargazing.

Back issues of starrynights can be
requested or downloaded from our
website at: www.wehrastro.org


